ACTION FOR SOCIAL WELFARE

no choice. It is probably wiser for him and
better in view of his office, and moreover it is
probably better for the public interest, that he
enforce this law in order that the people may
see it at work, and then leave it to the legis-
lature to repeal it if that seems best.

The executive, with the promotion of the
social welfare fully in mind, would probably
enforce the new law, although in very many
instances it might well be decidedly detrimental
to his personal interests if he wished a reelec-
tion. Though the people admire a strong
executive for his courage, they are still likely to
look upon a man who is troublesome in going
contrary to their will either as unpractical or
as hostile. Possibly in the long run he will
gain as much as he will lose. If he is a man
of conscience and is looking toward the devel-
opment of his character rather than his minor
interests, he will probably stand for what he
believes to be the public interest and enforce
the law. But most executives, I fear, will
follow public opinion regardless of the law.

Aside from these somewhat doubtful ques-
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